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TIVO POEMS OF BEGINNINGS 1 1 1 

In these poems, so full of beauty and sublimity, we have two 
of the noblest expressions of the divine revelation. In the first 
God expresses himself through physical light, as he utters the 
word, and darkness flees away. 

He spake, and it was done. 

He commanded, and it stood fast. 

In the second, through the Eternal Word, God expresses 
himself as the light of spirit and of hfe — the light that lighteth 
every man, coming into the world. 



a Jttetritation. 



John 10 : lo. " I am come that they may have life and may 
have it abundantly." 

How different is this idea of a world-savior, and consequently of a 
gospel, from that of many religious teachers of the past and of the 
present ! Others have told him who was ambitious to attain the divine 
likeness to cease to live, or at least to live only enough to keep from 
suicide. Sometimes this reduction of life has been physical, and men 
have all but starved; sometimes it has been intellectual, and men have 
all but ceased to think ; sometimes it has been ascetic, and men have 
abandoned the good things of the world to those who are not ambitious 
for righteousness. Jesus sets himself against all these perversions of 
nature. Divine sonship does not consist in minimizing, but in magni- 
fying, life, and the means of such enlargement is that which is the very 
heart of Jesus' mission — a revealed God. 



